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Why implement a BYOD program at SCPS:
At South Coogee Primary School Digital Technologies will be used effectively to enhance teaching
and learning in all curriculum areas, to support collaborative and co-operative learning, to develop
higher order thinking skills and to help all students to realise their educational potential.
After extensive research in collaboration with the BYOD steering committee, School Board,
colleagues and network schools, SCPS chose to implement a ‘Bring Your Own Device’ (BYOD)
program in 2017. The program is closely aligned to the Digital Technologies Curriculum and the ICT
General Capability. This ensures that our students have the knowledge and skills to prepare them
for the challenges of a digital economy.
Digital literacy allows students to engage with traditional subject areas in new ways. Teaching
digital literacy in subject areas is not about being fashionable or simply about trying to engage
students in learning. It is about addressing the changing nature of subject knowledge and
acknowledging that young people will need different kinds of skills, knowledge and understanding
as 21st Century Learners.

The BYOD initiative is NOT:


Technology for the sake of technology



Students using devices all day



At the expense of daily face-to-face teaching



Replacing pen and paper, or teaching of correct handwriting skills



Impacting on outdoor student activities



Devices replacing teachers



The only tool used for completing work or student assessment.

What about equity?
Equity of access is core to the culture of our school.
South Coogee Primary School is already successfully implementing iPad technology in the early years.
Any child in Years 3-6 who does not have access to a personal device will where possible, use one of
the school owned devices. This includes students whose device is in for repair or who have forgotten
to bring it to school. Please note that school owned devices will remain at school.

CyberSafety:
CyberSafe practices will be taught to students throughout the year as part of the ICT General
Capability. As a school, we:


Teach social and ethical protocols and practices



Ensure students conduct investigations



Provide opportunities to create



Communicate ideas & Information



Teach students to manage and operate

Students will be expected to agree to and sign a user agreement to use Digital Technologies at school.
Social media will not be allowed to be accessed on the devices during school time.

Device Specifications and minimum requirements.
•

Windows Based (Windows 10)

•

Two USB ports

•

Wi-Fi and Bluetooth Compatible



Must be a Notebook not a tablet

Below are some examples of some Notebooks. We suggest you look at a variety of stores to find the
best value for money.

Will I need insurance?
Your child’s device is not covered under the school’s insurance. No responsibility is taken by the
school for loss or damage of personal devices. We recommend that parents consult their home and
contents insurer to ensure that the device is covered en route to school, and for theft and/or damage.

Daily arrangements for devices:
Students will not be permitted to use them in the school grounds, before school, at recess or lunch, or
after school. Upon arrival at school students will be required to store their device in a secure location
in their classroom. Students will be expected to bring their devices to school fully charged every day.
Classrooms will be routinely locked when no one is present. The school will be discussing device
security with OSH Club, and recommend parents of students using this service to also discuss security
arrangements.

Benefits of BYOD
1.) Students are already familiar and comfortable using their own technology so they can focus on
actually learning with them than learning how to use the device.
2.) Students are more likely to have remembered their beloved mobile devices than textbooks or
notes.

3.) With BYOD students are more likely to continue learning outside of schools hours.
4.) When students use their own devices, they take care of their own ‘training.’
5.) BYOD provides opportunity for teaching respectful/appropriate use, which will be important in
properly preparing them for the future.
6.) Students will be more organized with all their notes and assignments all in one place.
7.) Gives the students limitless access to information and resources.
8.) Teachers can use certain apps to be more connected with students and parents than ever before.
9.) Students love technology so BYOD engages students and creates enthusiasm and excitement about
learning.
10.) BYOD allows more opportunities for more personalized learning where students can excel at their
own pace.

11.) Students take control of ensuring that their device is working, instilling a sense of responsibility.
12.) BYOD offers a way of delivering ebooks.
13.) There are loads of cool and exciting educational apps to get students excited about learning.
14.) Many students and adults already own the devices necessary for BYOD.
15.) Students can use the device they have chosen to complete their tasks so they are more likely to
do them.

Frequently Asked Questions
Q: Can I purchase my device through the school?
A: No, BYOD products are not sold directly through the school. However, we do offer
recommendations for suppliers and models.
Q: My child already has an iPad/tablet, can they use this?
A: We have outlined specific requirements and specifications. We highly recommend that
students adhere to this.
Q: Will there be IT support for students having issues with their devices?
A: We will be able to assist the students with connecting to the school’s wireless network and
general troubleshooting only.
Q: Will there be a requirement for specific Apps to be purchased?

A: Yes, there will be a list of required Apps sent home to parents at the beginning of each
semester.
Q: Can the students use a 3G or 4G connection while at school?
A: No, as we are unable to monitor these connections through the Education Department’s Server
filters.
Q: Will the students be using their devices all of the time?
A: No, the devices are an educational tool that will be utilized in specific lessons each day across
the curriculum.
Q: Will I need to purchase any accessories for the device?

A: Yes, the device should have a protective case. On the booklist we have also asked parents to
provide headphones and a USB for their child to use at school.

