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In 2018 we established a Cultural 
Inclusivity Committee to begin 
our school’s journey with the 
implementation of the Aboriginal 
Cultural Standards Framework. 
In December 2019, our first 
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) 
was ratified and published on the 
Narragunnawali website. This plan 
outlined reconciliation projects that 
were to be undertaken throughout 
2020. 
One of our Reconciliation Projects 
was to design and create a 
reconciliation mural of the Noongar 
Six Seasons. The aim of was for 
our school to collaborate on a 
project that visibly and authentically 
embedded Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander histories and cultures 
in learning programs and the physical 
environment. The concrete slab 
was earmarked; it had previously 
been a home for bike racks and the 
occasional bike. Ambitious? Yes. 
Achievable? Of course.
With the support of Cockburn 
Cement, a long standing and valued 

community partnership, we were able 
to commission local artist and parent, 
Len Thorne. As our Aboriginal and 
Islander Education Officer (AIEO) for 
2020 Len created a design concept 
for our mural and presented this 
to the committee. Once approved, 
financial support from Cockburn 
Cement allowed us to purchase paint 
and materials needed. It was time for 
Len to bring his impressive design to 
life! Day by day the painting started 
to come to life, we could all see 
something special was happening. 
The school community was simply 
mesmerized watching the mural 
unfold.
Throughout the painting process, 
Len graciously and endlessly told 
the story of the mural many times to 
passing classes, and at break times 
when excited students would rush 
over to see the latest developments. 
His sharing of Noongar culture fully 
engaged the students. Ibu Cristy, 
our Indonesian teacher, who takes 
our Pre-primaries for Noongar 
lessons, followed the progression 

of the mural. This helped to embed 
and consolidate their cultural 
understanding. The younger children 
loved finding and naming all the 
native Australian animals through the 
6 seasons!
All six Noongar seasons are 
represented by the mural. The 
Rainbow Serpent, known by the 
Noongar as the Waugal, wraps itself 
around the six seasons to keep the 
balance of life in order. Inside the 
Waugal, staff and students placed 
their handprints in a variety of 
colours. These handprints represent 
the rainbow scales of the serpent 
that shimmer in the sun. We started 
with the small handprints of our 
Kindergarten students in the season 
of Djeran (April-May), and continued 
all the way to our staff handprints 
in Bunuru (Feb-Mar). In each of the 
seasons the animals represent the 
food sources for the Noongar People. 
Turtles, crabs, marron and fish 
are some of the animals providing 
nourishment for the Noongar people 
during the warmer months when 

The Nyitting 
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A Dreamtime Story Coming to Life at South Coogee PS

NAIDOC Week is a time to acknowledge, reflect and celebrate Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander perspectives, peoples, histories and stories. At South Coogee Primary School (SCPS) 
we celebrated NAIDOC Week 2020 in a very special way with the opening of our very own 
Noongar Six Seasons mural – a mere one hundred and fifty square metres in size! We held 
a Cultural Inclusivity Day to mark the occasion. All students and staff were encouraged to 

dress in outfits or colours that represented their family’s culture. With a total of 57 languages 
at last count spoken at our school this was a spectacular sight to see!  We also formally 

acknowledged our new trilingual signs in English, Noongar and Indonesian.
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they headed to more coastal locations. The hunting of 
kangaroos and emus was in the wetter months. Djilba, in 
August and September, heading into Spring is symbolized 
by the wild flowers - everlastings, wattle and kangaroo 
paws. The water cycle for each season is characterized by 
the water holes (blue circles). It shows the water slowing 
drying up over the drier months and then replenishing 
in Makuru in June and July. Each of the 14 Noongar 
language groups is represented on the mural.

As a school we are committed to reflecting on the 
progress made in the growth of knowledge and pride in 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, cultures 
and contributions in our school. We will continue to 
monitor the progress of our RAP and continually revisit 
our commitments, celebrating our achievements, while 
generating new ideas to develop and sustain our RAP into 
the future.   

Here is the dreamtime story of the 
Six Seasons - The Nyitting 

Kura Yeye Mila Boorda – From the Past, to 
the Present and Tomorrow

In the Noongar creation period called 
the Nyitting-Dreaming the spirits rose from 
the earth and descended from the sky to 

create all things in the boodja-land.
The Rainbow Serpent is known by the 

Noongar as the Waugal. He dominates the 
boodja-earth and worl-sky. 

During the Nyitting he created the fresh 
water cycles and formed the beeliar-rivers, 
pinjars-swamps and lakes and gnamma-

water holes. 
The Waugal created the Derbal Yerrigan-
Swan and Djarlgaroo-Canning Rivers. He 
then proceeded to move up and down 

creating the lake systems through the land, 
creating lakes such as North Lake, Bibra, 

Yangebup, Manning Lake and many other 
fresh water lakes in the Beeliar area. 

The Waugal followed the six seasons where 
he would bring the first boroong-rains in 
Djeran-April/May and the heavy rains in 
Makuru-June/July and fill the lakes and 

water holes with fresh water for all to enjoy. 
He would push the waters along and fill up 
the lakes for the seasons of Djilba-August/

September and Kambarang-October/
November. As the seasons progressed 

into Birak-December/January and Bunuru-
February/March he would bring the 

summer storms to keep the lakes from 
drying out. 

When you see the babanginy-lightning 
and hear the koondarnangor-thunder the 
Waugal is bringing those rains to help the 
boodja-earth who is our mother, as she 

provides all things. 
In this mural the Waugal wraps itself around 
the six seasons to keep the balance of life 

in order.


